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1. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT WITH BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
CONCERNING THE NEPTUNE INCIDENT I TRANSMIT BELOW THAT PART OF MY 
STATEMENT CONCERNING THE EVENTS OF MARCH 6 (POUCHED TO EMBASSY 
AND ARA/LA-EP ON MARCH 12) THAT WAS NOT INCLUDED IN GUAYAQUIL 

454, PARA. 2. 

2. BEGIN STATEMENT: 

AT ABOUT 0945, THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 1975 I RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL 
AT THE CONSULATE GENERAL FROM CAPTAIN EDISON RUIZ, CHIEF OF STAFF 
OF THE FIRST NAVAL ZONE. RUIZ SAID THAT A SERIOUS INCIDENT HAD 
OCCURRED ABOARD THE U.S. TUNA VESSEL, NEPTUNE, ANCHORED AT LA 
LIBERTAD, NEAR SALINAS. RUIZ STATED THE CREW HAD DISARMED THE 
ECUADOREAN GUARDS ON BOARD THE VESSEL, ASSAULTED THEM, FORCED THEM 
TO LEAVE THE BOAT, AND REFUSED TO PERMIT OTHER GUARDS TO COME ON 
BOARD. I AGREED THAT THE INCIDENT WAS SERIOUS, SAID I HOPED IT 
WOULD NOT BE MADE WORSE, AND TOLD RUIZ THAT I WOULD IMMEDIATELY 
TELEPHONE THE COMMANDER OF THE NAVAL BASE IN SALINAS, CAPT. 

GALARZA, AND THE U.S. GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES IN SALINAS (THERE 
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TO OBSERVE OFF-LOADING OF THE NEPTUNE'S CATCH) ANGELO FIGUEROA, 
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LUIS ROSARIO, AND JOE MOSS. 

IN MY CONVERSATION WITH GALARZA HE SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN ORDERED 
BY HIGHER AUTHORITIES TO RESTORE THE GUARD FORCE TO THE NEPTUNE. 

I AGREED THAT THE SITUATION WAS SERIOUS, SAID THAT USG PERSONNEL 
WERE IN SALINAS TO HELP RESOLVE THE PROBLEM, AND URGED THAT FORCE 
NOT BE USED IN BOARDING THE NEPTUNE. WHEN I TALKED TO FIGUEROA 
I TOLD HIM TO CALL GALARZA AND REQUESTED THAT MOSS AND ROSARIO 
GO TO ECUATUN (THE LIBERTAD FREEZING PLANT DESIGNATED TO RECEIVE 
THE CONFISCATED CATCH WHICH HAS A SMALL PIER WHERE BOATS DEPART 
FOR THE NEPTUNE) TO BE OF ASSISTANCE AND TO LEARN WHAT WAS GOING 
ON. I TELEPHONED THE EMBASSY TO INFORM JOHN NEGROPONTE OF THE 
SITUATION. 

ABOUT 1045 I RECEIVED A CALL FROM MOSS WHICH INDICATED THAT THE 
SITUATION WAS GETTING WORSE. I INSTRUCTED MOSS AND ROSARIO TO 
ATTEMPT TO ACCOMPANY ANY ECUADOREAN FORCE SENT TO BOARD THE 
NEPTUNE. I SAID THAT FIGUEROA SHOULD GO IMMEDIATELY TO THE 
NAVAL BASE TO TALK WITH CAPT. GALARZA. 

LEAVING KEN KELLER IN CHARGE OF THE CONSULATE GENERAL, I DEPARTED 
GUAYAQUIL FOR SALINAS AT 1 100 WITH VALLEJO AND MONTERO, THE 
ECUADOREAN NATIONAL POLICEMEN THAT ACCOMPANY ME. 

I ARRIVED AT ECUATUN ABOUT 1215 AND WAS TOLD THAT THE CREW HAD 
BEEN FORCIBLY REMOVED FROM THE NEPTUNE AND WERE AT THE NAVAL BASE. 

I STOPPED BY THE APARTMENT WHICH SERVES AS OUR BASE OF OPERATIONS 
IN SALINAS AND FOUND FIGUEROA AND TWO NEPTUNE CREWMEN WHO HAD BEEN 
ON SHORE WHEN THE VESSEL WAS BOARDED. I TOLD FIGUEROA I WAS GOING 
TO THE BASE, ASKED THAT HE INFORM GUAYAQUIL THAT I HAD ARRIVED 
IN SALINAS, AND TOLD HIM TO REMAIN IN THE APARTMENT. 

(PARA. 2 OF GUAYAQUIL 454 SHOULD BE INSERTED AT THIS POINT TO MAKE 
THE STATEMENT COMPLETE.) 

I DEPARTED THE NAVAL BASE ABOUT 1430 ON THE BUS WITH THE CREW AND 
ROSARIO, FOLLOWED BY TWO CARS; MY POLICE IN ONE, MOSS IN THE OTHER. 

I EXPLAINED TO BURICH AND HIS MEN THAT TWO USG REPS WOULD BE ON 
BOARD AT ALL TIMES TO SERVE AS INTERMEDIARIES BETWEEN GUARDS AND 
CREWS. I ASKED THAT THE CREW NOT EVEN SPEAK TO THE GUARDS. I 
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TOLD ROSARIO THAT AFTER HE BOARDED THE NEPTUNE HE SHOULD RETURN 
TO THE APARTMENT WITH INJURED CREWMEN LEFT ON BOARD SO 
MEDICAL TREATMENT COULD BE ADMINISTERED. I GOT OFF THE BUS HALF 
WAY TO LIBERTAD AND RETURNED TO THE APARTMENT WITH THE POLICE. 

I SENT FIGUEROA AND THE TWO CREWMEN WITH THE POLICE TO JOIN THE 
REST OF THE CREW AT ECUATUN BEFORE THEY WENT BACK ON BOARD THE 
NEPTUNE. 
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FROM THE APARTMENT I MADE SEVERAL TELEPHONE CALLS TO GUAYAQUIL 
AND TO THE DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ON THE NEPTUNE 
SITUATION. 

ABOUT 1630 ROSARIO RETURNED FROM THE NEPTUNE WITH TWO MEN REQUIRING 
MEDICAL ATTENTION, STEVEN KING, A U.S. CITIZEN, AND WIN SIMON, 

A CITIZEN OF JAMAICA. THERE ARE NO CIVILIAN DOCTORS IN SALINAS. 

THE FOUR OF US WENT TO THE ECUADOREAN AIR FORCE BASE IN SALINAS 
WHERE WE RECEIVED PROMPT AND COURTEOUS ATTENTION. KING WAS 
TREATED FOR A SCALP LACERATION AND BRUISES ON THE UPPER AND 
LOWER BACK. I RETURNED TO THE APARTMENT WITH KING WHILE ROSARIO 
STAYED WITH SIMON AT THE AIR BASE TO AWAIT THE DEVELOPING OF X-RAYS. 
AFTER MAKING MORE TELEPHONE CALLS I RETURNED TO THE AIR BASE, 

LEAVING KING IN THE APARTMENT. X-RAYS SHOWED THAT SIMON HAD A 
DISLOCATED SHOULDER. HE WOULD HAVE TO HAVE ANESTHESIA BEFORE 
THE SHOULDER COULD BE SET. WE DECIDED THAT ROSARIO WOULD DRIVE 
KING AND ME TO ECUATUN SO WE COULD GO ON BOARD THE NEPTUNE. 

ROSARIO WOULD THEN RETURN TO THE AIR BASE, AND BRING SIMON TO 
ECUATUN. WE WOULD ALL MEET ON BOARD THE VESSEL. 
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WE LEFT THE APARTMENT ABOUT 1830. ABOUT HALF-WAY TO ECUATUN WE 
WERE FLAGGED DOWN BY MY TWO POLICEMEN, RETURNING FROM THE NEPTUNE 
TO THE APARTMENT. THEY INFORMED ME THAT AN OFFICER AND SOME GUARDS 
HAD COME ABOARD THE VESSEL AND TOLD LARKINS AND THE TWO BYRDS 
THAT THEY HAD TO GO TO THE NAVAL BASE FOR QUESTIONING. AT THE 
SAME TIME, THE TWO MAN GUARD WAS REPLACED BY FOUR SAILORS WITH 
AUTOMATIC RIFLES. THE CREWMEN WERE TOLD THEY WOULD BE RETURNED 
TO THE VESSEL WITHIN TWO HOURS. THE CREWMEN HAD BEEN PLACED ON 
A BUS AT THE PIER AND SHOULD BE PASSING AT ANY MOMENT. 

WE STOOD IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD AND FLAGGED DOWN THE BUS. I TOLD 
MOSS, WHO WAS ACCOMPANYING THE CREWMEN, TO RETURN TO THE NEPTUNE 
WITH ROSARIO AND KING. I TOLD MY POLICEMEN TO FOLLOW THE BUS. 

I ENTERED THE BUS AND DURING THE TRIP TO THE BASE THE CREWMEN AND 
LT. PITA, THE ECUADOREAN NAVAL OFFICER, CONFIRMED THAT THEY WERE 
BEING TAKEN TO THE BASE TO MAKE A DECLARATION AND WOULD BE RETURNED 
TO THE NEPTUNE WITHIN TWO HOURS. THE CREWMEN, OBVIOUSLY FRIGHTENED, 
SAID THEY FEARED FURTHER VIOLENCE WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT THE BASE. 

THEY ASKED THAT I REMAIN WITH THEM WHILE THEY MADE THEIR DECLARATIONS. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GUAYAQ 00456 02 OF 03 141612Z 


I SAID THAT I WOULD DO SO. 

ON ARRIVAL AT THE BASE, WE WENT TO THE ONE STORY BUILDING HOUSING 
THE OFFICE OF THE OFFICER OF THE DAY. WE ENTERED THE BUILDING 
AND I ASKED WHERE THE DECLARATIONS WOULD BE MADE. I WAS TOLD BY 
THE PETTY OFFICER IN CHARGE THAT THE DECLARATIONS WOULD NOT BE 
TAKEN UNTIL THE FOLLOWING MORNING. HE SAID THAT THE MEN WOULD BE 
LOCKED UP IN A CELL IN THAT BUILDING OVERNIGHT. HE ASKED THE 
CREWMEN TO ENTER A SMALL CELL. THEY DID SO. SO DID I. THE PETTY 
OFFICER POLITELY ASKED ME TO LEAVE THE CELL. I DECLINED. I SAID 
THAT I WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CREWMEN. I SAID THE CREWMEN HAD 
BEEN TOLD THEY WOULD ONLY BE ASHORE TWO HOURS. THE PETTY OFFICER 
SUGGESTED I GO TALK WITH THE BASE COMMANDER. I TOLD HIM THE 
BASE COMMANDER COULD COME TO THE CELL TO TALK WITH ME. 

ABOUT 10 MINUTES LATER CAPTAIN GALARZA ENTERED THE BUILDING. HE 
WAS RAGING. (I LEARNED LATER THAT IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO ENTERING 
THE BUILDING GALARZA HAD SPOTTED VALLEJO, ONE OF MY POLICEMEN, 
STANDING BY MY CAR. HE ORDERED VALLEIO SEIZED BY FOUR SAILORS AND 
HIS PISTOL TAKEN FROM HIM. HE ORDERED THE TRUNK OF THE CAR OPENED 
AND THE SHOT GUN REMOVED. THE GE PORTA-MOBIL RADIO WAS ALSO 
REMOVED FROM THE CAR. HE CALLED VALLEJO A WROTHLESS PERSON 
(MAMERACHO) AND A TRAITOR (TRAIDOR A LA P ATRIA). HE ORDERED THAT 
SAILORS ON THE BASE BE CALLED TO FORMATION IN THE STREET OUTSIDE 
THE OD'S BUILDING). 

AFTER ENTERING THE BUILDING GALARZA CAME STRAIGHT INTO THE CELL, 
FOLLOWED BY ABOUT SIX SAILORS. GALARZA SCREAMED "OUT, OUT, OUT”. 
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I ATTEMPTED TO EXPLAIN MY PRESENCE. GALARZA SHOUTED "TAKE THE 
CONSUL OUT" AND A SAILOR PLACED HIS HAND ON MY FOREARM. I WALKED 
OUT OF THE CELL, THE DOOR WAS CLOSED AND LOCKED BEHIND ME WITH 
ONLY THE CREWMEN INSIDE. I ATTEMPTED TO TALK WITH GALARZA IN THE 
AREA OUTSIDE THE CELL, SUGGESTING WE GO TO A ROOM TO TALK. HE 
WENT TO THE DOOR OF THE BUILDING AND DREW AN IMAGINARY LINE ACROSS 
THE ENTRANCE WITH THE TOE OF HIS SHOE. HE SAID NO ONE WA 
PERMITTED TO CROSS THAT LINE; HE SHOUTED "OUT, OUT, OUT”; HE SAID 
THAT THE CREWMEN WOULD BE HELD INCOMMUNICADO. HE ORDERED THAT 
THE BASE BE CLOSED AND THAT NO ONE ENTER WITHOUT HIS PERMISSION. 

HE ORDERED THAT THE GUARD AT ALL POSTS BE DOUBLED. 
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I LEFT THE BUILDING AND ATTEMPTED TO TALK WITH GALARZA ON THE 
SIDEWALK OUTSIDE. THE SAILORS (ABOUT 80) WHO HAD BEEN ORDERED 
INTO FORMATION IN FRONT OF THE BUILDING BROKE RANKS AND CROWDED 
AROUND. THERE WERE ALSO ABOUT A DOZEN OFFICERS AND SENIOR PETTY 
OFFICERS IN THE GROUP. DURING A DISJOINTED AND CONFUSING 
EXCHANGE, I ATTEMPTED TO EXPLAIN THAT I FEARED FOR THE SAFETY OF 
THE CREWMEN; THAT, AS A CONSULAR OFFICER. I HAD THE RIGHT, DUTY. 

AND OBLIGATION TO PROTECT AMERICAN CITIZENS REGARDLESS OF THEIR 
GUILT OR INNOCENCE; AND THAT I WANTED TO BE OF ASSISTANCE IN 
PREVENTING A BAD SITUATION FROM BECOMING EVEN WORSE. I ASKED 
WHY OUR EARLIER AGREEMENT CONCERNING DETENTION ON BOARD THE 
NEPTUNE HAD BEEN BROKEN. AMONG OTHER REMARKS, GALARZA STATED 
THAT I REGARDED ALL AMERICANS INNOCENT AND ALL ECUADOREANS GUILTY; 
THAT I WOULD HAVE TO CALL IN THE SIXTH FLEET AND DESTROY SALINAS 
TO GET THE CREWMEN OUT OF THE CELL; THAT EVERYONE WAS SAFE ON 
THE BASE, "EVEN PIRATES"; AND THAT HE HAD BEEN ORDERED BY "HIGHER 
AUTHORITY" TO BREAK OUR EARLIER AGREEMENT. 
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GALARZA DEPARTED AND I REMAINED TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION WITH THE 
OFFICERS THAT REMAINED. THEY LISTENED BUT MADE NO COMMENT. 

THEY SAID I COULD USE THE TELEPHONE IN THE BASE COMMANDER'S OFFICE 
IF I WISHED. I TOLD THE CREWMEN THAT I WAS LEAVING TO MAKE 
A TELEPHONE CALL AND THAT I WOULD RETURN. THE TIME WAS ABOUT 2100. 

IN THE BASE COMMANDER'S OUTER OFFICE I ATTEMPTED TO TELEPHONE 
GUAYAQUIL. AFTER ABOUT 30 MINUTES I GOT A LINE AND GAVE KEN KELLER 
A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SITUATION. WHILE WAITING FOR A LINE 
TO GUAYAQUIL, LT. TOLEDO CAME OUT OF THE BASE COMMANDER'S OFFICE 
AND INFORMED ME THAT GALARZA HAD ORDERED THAT I BE OFF THE BASE 
BY 2200. 

AFTER TALKING WITH KELLER I REQUESTED PERMISSION TO SEE GALARZA. 
PERMISSION WAS GRANTED. 

DURING A RELATIVELY CALM CONVERSATION, I AGAIN EXPLAINED THAT MY 
ONLY MOTIVES WERE TO PROTECT AMERICAN CITIZENS AND TO STOP FURTHER 
DETERIORATION OF A DANGEROUS SITUATION. I NOTED THAT MY GOAL 
SINCE THE TUNA VESSELS WERE FIRST SEIZED ON JANUARY 25 HAD BEEN TO 
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GET THE BOATS RELEASED AS QUICKLY AS POSIBLE WITHOUT FURTHER 
COMPLICATIONS. I SAID I THOUGHT THAT THE BASE COMMANDER SHARED 
THIS GOAL. GALARZA SAID HE HAD THOUGHT I WAS TRYING TO PROVOKE 
HIM INTO LOCKING ME UP IN ORDER TO CREATE A MAJOR DIPLOMATIC 
SCANDAL. I SAID THAT CREATING FURTHER PROBLEMS WAS THE LAST 
THING I WANTED I SAID AT THAT MOMENT I ONLY WANTED PERMISSION 
TO BE WITH IMPRISONED CREWMEN. A TELEPHONE CALL WAS PLACED 
TO GUAYAQUIL. 

GALARZA AND I SPOKE WITH RUIZ. WE BOTH EXPLAINED THE SITUATION 
AS WE SAW IT. RUIZ SAID I COULD VISIT THE CREWMEN. GALARZA 
AGREED. 
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I RETURNED TO THE OFFICER OF THE DAY. I SPOKE WITH 

THE CREWMEN AND TOLD THEM THAT I WOULD LEAVING THE BASE TO MAKE 
TELEPHONE CALLS. THEY ASKED THAT I REMAIN WITH THEM. I SAID I 
COULD DO MORE GOOD OUTSIDE THE BASE THAN INSIDE. I SAID I WOULD 
RETURN. BEFORE LEAVING, I TOLD THE OFFICER OF THE DAY I WOULD 
COME BACK IN A FEW HOURS. HE INFORMED ME THAT GALARZA HAD 
ORDERED THAT MY LAST VISIT BEFORE THE FOLLOWING MORNING WOULD 
HAVE TO BE MADE AT 2350. 

I LEFT THE NAVAL BASE ABOUT 2230. ON PASSING THROUGH THE MAIN 
GATE WE ENCOUNTERED OSWALDO TRUIILLO (ECUATUN MANAGER), GEORGE 
GLIGO (STARKIST REP), AND THE MASTER AND FIRST MATE OF "EL PERRO" 
WAITING FOR ME IN A PARKED CAR. THEY HAD BEEN DENIED ENTRY TO 
THE BASE. THE GATE GUARDS HAD NOT COMPLIED WITH THEIR REQUEST 
THAT I BE NOTIFIED OF THEIR PRESENCE. 

WE ALL PROCEEDED TO THE MIRAMAR RESTAURANT AND THEN TO THE APART- 
MENT, TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION. WHILE IN THE APARTMENT, ROSARIO 
RETURNED, HAVING TAKEN SIMON BACK TO THE NEPTUNE. 

AT 2345 ROSARIO AND I, ACCOMPANIED BY MY TWO POLICEMEN, DEPARTED 
THE APARTMENT FOR THE NAVAL BASE. WE WERE DETAINED AT THE MAIN 
GATE FOR AT LEAST FIVE MINUTES WHILE THE GUARDS MADE TELEPHONE 
CALLS TO VERIFY THAT WE WERE AUTHORIZED TO ENTER. WE WERE 
INFORMED THAT ONLY THE POLICEMEN AND I COULD GO ON THE BASE. 
ROSARIO SAID HE WOULD GO BACK TO THE APARTMENT, GOT OUT OF THE CAR 
CAR, AND STARTED WALKING DOWN THE ROAD. ONE OF THE GUARDS WENT 
AFTER HIM AND INFORMED HIM THAT HE SHOULD WAIT FOR ME IN THE 
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MAIN GATE GUARD SHACK. ROSARIO COMPLIED. 

I WENT TO THE OFFICER OF THE DAY'S OFFICE, INTRODUCED MYSELF TO 
THE PETTY OFFICER IN CHARGE, AND REQUESTED PERMISSION TO TALK 
WITH THE PRISONERS. I SPOKE WITH THE CREWMEN FOR ABOUT 10 MINUTES 
THROUGH THE HOLE IN THE DOOR. THEY ASKED ME TO STAY WITH THEM. 

I SAID I HAD BEEN BARRED FROM THE BASE BUT WOULD RETURN EARLY 
THE FOLLOWING MORNING. THEY INFORMED ME THAT THE PETTY OFFICER 
IN CHARGE OF THE WATCH WAS THE SAME ONE WHO HAD LEAD THE ATTACK 
OF THE BOARDING PARTY AGAINST NEPTUNE CREWMEN EARLIER IN THE DAY. 

(I BELIEVE THIS PETTY OFFICER S NAME IS SGT. ROBERTO TERRAN-PLAZA. ) 
BEFORE LEAVING I TALKED WITH THIS PETTY OFFICER FOR ABOUT 15 MINUTES, 
I ASKED IF THERE WAS ANY REASON WHY THE CREWMEN MIGHT BE ASKED TO 
LEAVE THEIR CELL DURING THE NIGHT OR ANY REASON WHY ECUADOREAN 
SAILORS WOULD HAVE TO ENTER THE CELL. HE REPLIED IN THE NEGATIVE 
TO BOTH QUESTIONS. I SO INFORMED THE IMPRISONED CREWMEN. ON 
LEAVING, THE PETTY OFFICER TOLD ME NOT TO WORRY. I REPLIED THAT 
I WOULD WORRY. WHILE IN THE OD S OFFICE THREE PHONE CALLS WERE 
RECEIVED BY THE WATCH, ASKING WHY I WAS STAYING SO LONG. BETWEEN 
THE OD'S OFFICE AND THE MAIN GATE WE WERE HALTED BY AN ARMED 
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ROVING PATROL. AFTER IDENTIFYING OURSELVES WE WERE ALLOWED TO 
PROCEED. I DEPARTED THE BASE ABOUT 0030 MARCH 7 AND, AFTER 
PICKING UP ROSARIO AT THE MAIN GATE, RETURNED TO THE APARTMENT. 

AT ABOUT 0700, MARCH 7 I RETURNED TO THE NAVAL BASE. I REMAINED 
ON THE BASE ALL DAY, EXCEPT FOR A 45-MINUTE BREAK AT NOON, AND 
WAY PHYSICALLY PRESENT WHEN THE CREWMEN MADE THEIR DECLARATION. 

AT 1800 THE PORT CAT AIN ORDERED THE TWO BYRDS RELEASED AND 
SENTENCED LARKINS TO 5 DAYS DETENTION AND A FINE. LARKINS WENT 
BACK TO HIS CELL. AFTER A STOP AT THE APARTMENT, I TOOK THE 
BYRDS TO THE NEPTUNE. ARRIVING ON BOARD I FOUND THE SAME PETTY 
OFFICER WHO HAD LED THE BOARDING PARTY ASSAULT IN CHARGE OF THE 
WATCH. THE GUARD FORCE CONSISTED OF THE PETTY OFFICER AND FIVE 
SAILORS AREMED WITH AUTOMATIC RIFLES. 

I DEPARTED THE VESSEL ABOUT 2100 WHEN THE GUARD WAS CHANGED. 

SUBSEQUENT EVENTS HAVE BEEN REPORTED ELSEWHERE. END STATEMENT. 

DEWITT 
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